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Press release date: (OXFORD) 22nd May 2017

20,000 riders and fans rock out in St Tropez with Harley-Davidson’s 2017 Euro Festival


· The capacity crowd partied hard over the four day event
· A record number of machines went head to head in the Custom Bike Show
· 2,000 motorcycles packed out the traditional Saturday parade
· The Dark Custom area displayed the full range of Harley-Davidson motorcycles, plus the new Street Rod™ 750
· The Pretenders headlined, with Picturebooks, Mat Bastard, the Chris Slade Timeline and Trigger Finger also playing 
· Jeep in full support with Test Drive Experience and Jeep Off Road Experience, plus adrenaline pumping zip-line!

There’s always been something special about the Harley-Davidson® Euro Festival. Since its first appearance on the calendar 11 years ago the event has drawn a cool crowd of Harley® riders and enthusiasts from across Europe ready to ride, party and rock (and chill) out in chic St Tropez, in beautiful southern France.

The 2017 Euro Festival – running from Thursday 11th to Sunday 14th May – saw a capacity crowd of more than 20,000 gather at the newly-revamped Prairies de la Mer beachfront site. Close by the hilltop village of Grimaud hosted the world-famous Custom Bike Show on the Friday, drawing a record gathering of 118 of the best custom machines in Europe competing for trophies hand-crafted by artisan sponsor 2-Saints. 

Best in Show came from Italy’s Galley Motorcycles with a jaw-dropping resto-mod in the Antique category, while the hotly contested People’s Choice was another incredible creation from France’s Gregory Ballique.  

Equally entertaining the Saturday parade was, as ever, a show-stopping spectacle that saw more than 2,000 bikes – filling out over 10kms of road – ride through the local countryside and the port of St-Tropez. There’s always plenty to do, see and listen to at Euro Festival and the stunning Dark Custom area – featuring a soundtrack provided by DJ Destruction and Fusball to play – showcased the entire range of Harley-Davidson motorcycles, with the brand new Street Rod™ 750 in a starring role.

Music’s an important part of Euro Festival and Saturday night saw the Pretenders take St Tropez by storm and headline with an amazing set. Equally rocking were the Picturebooks, Mat Bastard, the Chris Slade Timeline and Trigger finger. All four bands lit up the main stage over the duration of the event. Elsewhere on site the Long Bar, Harley Bar and the beachfront restaurants and bars were throbbing with live music, DJ sets, entertainment and great food to suit all tastes.

Jeep® – a key partner and official sponsor of major Harley-Davidson events and rallies throughout 2017 – brought their new display unit. The Jeep Test Drive Experience and Jeep Off Road Experience offered the opportunity to get behind the wheel of one of the iconic brand’s products; the Virtual Jeep Compass Experience was also attendance and (for the brave) there was the opportunity to zip-line over the entire test drive area! Also on sale was an array of Jeep merchandise in the Jeep lounge, plus the bonus of Bullfrog Barbers…

Trevor Barton, Harley-Davidson International Consumer Experience Manager, was elated: “What an incredible event – we’re all still buzzing! Euro Festival just gets more awesome every year and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank every single person involved in making it happen. I’d also like to thank Jeep for their incredible support, the Estérel Côte d'Azur Chapter France  for their escorted rides plus all of the local people for welcoming us with open arms and broad smiles! 

For more information on the 2017 Euro Festival Custom Bike Show visit  http://events.harley-davidson.com/en_GB/euro-festival/whats-on/custom-bike-show/



-ENDS-


About Harley-Davidson Motor Company® 
Since 1903, Harley-Davidson Motor Company has fulfilled dreams of personal freedom with cruiser, touring and custom motorcycles, riding experiences and events, and a complete line of Harley-Davidson motorcycle parts, accessories, general merchandise, riding gear and apparel. For more information, visit www.h-d.com.
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